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values of the activity as they 
are doing it.  Everything is 
right in front of them so they 
get a better idea of what is 
needed.  They can discuss 
hypotheses as to why the 
outcome was such and then 
can offer extensions to the 
activity that could be used in 
the classroom.  I have 
always found these in-
person experiences to be 
the most rejuvenating for 
me, professionally. 

 

With that in mind, I am 
hoping to see all of you at 
the 2015 SECO Science 
Institute at the Columbus 
Hilton Easton on January 26 
and 27, 2015.  More 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e 
conference and registration 
forms can be obtained at 
www.secoonline.org.  

See you there!!!  Early-bird 
registration ends January 5, 
2015! 

 
Tess Wearsch,  
CRCST President 

It is hard to imagine that 
December has already 
arrived; and that holiday 
preparations are in full swing 
to the point that those of us 
who haven’t had time to give 
it much thought feel that we 
are years behind already!  We 
can all agree that the last few 
weeks in the classroom 
before a holiday break are 
challenging; with teachers 
trying to provide meaningful 
learning experiences in spite 
of the students who are 
already in vacation mode.  
With the challenge, however, 
comes hope in the future.  
Hope that vacation will allow 
us to ‘de-stress’ for a 
moment, clear our minds, 
catch up on some lesson 
plans and papers, and again 
ign i te  that  spark of 
enthusiasm for sharing the 
wonders of science with all in 
our reach.  

 

What is needed to keep this 
spark going is a mid-winter 
‘pick-me-up’.  That means 
SECO’s Ohio Science Institute 
in Columbus on January 26 
and 27, 2015.  Yes, this is 
what you need!  It is a chance 
to recharge by attending 
meaningful, pertinent science 
sessions filled with all kinds 
of current ideas for teachers 
of prekindergarten to grade 
11, in all of the science 
disciplines. There will be a 
number of STEM activities in 
which to partake and ODE will 
be there with the latest 
information on assessment 
for the New Ohio Revised 

Learning Standards. 

 

SECO is Ohio’s state 
s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n 
organization and the state’s 
affiliate of the NSTA.  For 
almost 40 years it has been 
s u p p o r t i n g  s c i e n c e 
teachers with a multiday 
s c i e n c e  c o n f e r e n c e 
presenting the latest in 
pedagogy, current science 
content material, hands-on 
workshops, field trips, 
teacher support and 
p r o m i n e n t  k e y n o t e 
speakers.  It is a valuable 
experience that gives 
educators what they need 
to keep up with what is 
happening in other Ohio 
science classrooms.  

 

Probably the most valuable 
aspect of the conference, 
though, is the chance to 
network with other teachers 
i n  a  f a c e - t o - f a c e 
environment.  Picking up 
ideas online and from list 
serves can be quick and 
easy, but they are not 
always as meaningful as 
one-on-one discussions.  
With so many activities 
listed online, I find it more 
of a challenge to pick out 
one to see how it works for 
a specific circumstance.  
Additionally, once I get up 
from the computer that 
idea or suggestion escapes 
to the back of my mind and 
is gone!  Conference 
sessions are different; with 
teachers discussing the 
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Feel free to check out our Facebook page!  https://www.facebook.com/AkronGlobalPolymerAcademy 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  O T H E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

Subject: $1000 Scholarships for Amazon Rainforest PD Workshop 

Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest + Machu Picchu 

 

The July 1-11, 2015 Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest of Peru is a cross-curricular professional development 
workshop for K-12 formal and informal educators to learn and use:  

 21st Century Instruction:  5E Lesson Design ~ Inquiry-Based Exploration ~ STEM  
 Inquiry Protocols & Resources:  Project Learning Tree ~ Cornell Lab of Ornithology ~ & More! 
 Global and Cultural Perspectives:  Service Learning ~ Sustainability ~ Global Education 

 

Join Al Stenstrup, Project Learning Tree (PLT); Lilly Briggs (Cornell Lab of Ornithology), Christa Dillabaugh, Amazon 
Rainforest Workshops; and Dr. David Pearson, Wildlife Travellers’ Guide to Peru; and work side-by-side with scientists Dr. 
Steve Madigosky, Widener University; and Randy Morgan, Curator/Entomologist, Cincinnati Zoo as you:   

 Participate in citizen science projects and inquiry based field studies on a 1/4-mile Rainforest Canopy Walkway in 
one of the most biologically diverse environments on the planet. 

 Spend a day in an Amazon village as you explore the complexities of sustainability and the role of education in 
creating a sustainable future for Amazon children. 

 Work with fellow educators to explore strategies for using the Amazon as a vehicle for incorporating STEM education, 
inquiry-based learning, and sustainability science education into your classroom. 

 

PLT Certification, BirdSleuth resources and 50 ASU PD Hours included. Academic Credit and Machu Picchu Extension 
optional.  $1000 scholarship deadline March 1, 2015.  Program cost is $1240 + air for scholarship recipients. Space is 
limited! Register early to secure your spot!  

Get the details and download a syllabus and scholarship application at: http://www.amazonworkshops.com/educator-
academy.html 

National Space Biomedical Research Institute's Graduate Education Program in Space Life Sciences 
Audience: Graduate Students Interested in Pursuing Doctoral Degrees 
Proposal Deadline: Feb. 17, 2015 
 
NASA Robotic Mining Competition 2015 
Audience: Higher Education Educators & Students 
Event Date: May 18-22, 2015 
 
Don't miss out on upcoming NASA education opportunities. 
For a full list of events, opportunities and more, visit the Educator and Student Current Opportunity pages on NASA's website: 
-- Educators http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/current-opps-index.html 
-- Students http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/current-opps-index.html 

Space Shuttle Thermal Protective Tiles Available for Educational Use 
 
NASA invites eligible U.S. educational institutions and museums to request space shuttle thermal protective tiles and 
other special items offered on a first-come, first-served basis while quantities last. Organizations previously allocated 
thermal protective tiles may request an additional three tiles. 
 
There will be a nominal shipping fee that must be paid online with a credit card. To make a request for special items 
online, visit http://gsaxcess.gov/htm/nasa/userguide/Special_Item_Request_Procedure.pdf. 
 
Questions about this opportunity should be directed to GSAXcessHelp@gsa.gov. 
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Free Smithsonian's Stars Lecture Series 

Jan. 24, 2015 -- Observing the Origin of the Universe From the South Pole 
After three years of observing from the South Pole, scientists may have found confirmation that the universe underwent a burst of 
inflationary growth at the time of the Big Bang. Cosmologist Colin Bischoff will discuss these findings as well as the excitement of 
astronomy from Antarctica. 
 
Feb. 21, 2015 -- Tracing the Structure of the Universe With Galaxy Surveys 
Studies of galaxy formation and cosmology have exploded in recent years due to the immense data obtained from large galaxy sur-
veys. Postdoctoral fellow Cameron McBride will discuss how observational data and theory are combined to better understand fun-
damental questions in our universe, and will highlight some exciting results from ongoing research. 
 
For more information about the Smithsonian's Stars Lecture Series, visit http://airandspace.si.edu/events/lectures/smithsonian-
stars/.  Questions about this lecture series should be directed to the visitor service line at 202-633-2214. 
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C A L L I N G  A L L  M I D D L E  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S !  

6th, 7th and 8th graders tell us how math moves your world. 

Each year, MathMovesU® awards 150 middle school students nationwide $1,000 scholarships to 
attend math and science camps and programs, or to save the money for college. Raytheon also do-
nates a $1,000 matching grant to each winning student's middle school 

Download the application now.   The deadline for applications is February 7, 2015. 

http://www.mathmovesu.com/about-mathmovesuscholarships/mathmovesu-middle-school-

NSTA Information 

2015 National Congress on Science Education (NCSE) July 15-18, 2015, Hilton Omaha Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska Meet-

ing information will be posted at http://www.nsta.org/about/collaboration/congress.aspx on January 15, 2015. 

The NSTA Learning Center offers a variety of professional learning activities including a Web Seminar Series that contin-

ues through February 2015. 

NSTA National Conference is in Chicago, IL; March 12-15, 2015.  See http://www.nsta.org/conferences/national.aspx 

for details. 

US Department of Energy and American Geosciences Institute  present Energy Literacy  Essential Principles videos at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvOTaytRPmE 

National Science Foundation video resources available at http://www.successfulstemeducation.org/ 

Win a Shell Science Lab Makeover Valued at $20,000 for Your School 
Are you a science teacher succeeding in providing exemplary lab in-
struction with minimal equipment and resources? The Shell Science 
Lab Challenge offers you a chance to compete to win a school sci-
ence lab makeover, valued at $20,000, by sharing your creative ap-
proach. Middle and high school science teachers (grades 6-12) in the 

United States and Canada who have found innovative ways to deliver quality lab experiences with limited school and laboratory re-
sources and teach underserved populations are encouraged to apply! The deadline for submissions is December 19, 2014.  All win-
ners will receive Ward’s Science lab equipment, Shell cash grants, NSTA memberships, and support to attend NSTA Conferences on 
Science Education. The grand prize winner and four national finalists will be honored at a special banquet and ceremony NSTA's Na-
tional Conference on Science Education in Chicago March 12 to 15, 2015.  For more information about the Challenge, download an 
application at http://www.nsta.org/shellsciencelab or email shellsciencelab@nsta.org 
To learn more about the competition, stop by the Shell Lab Challenge Booth on NSTA Avenue in the Exhibit Hall at the NSTA Rich-
mond, Orlando and Long Beach area conferences.  
 
To view the archived webinar go to:   
 The direct link for the blackboard video is: https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2014-10-
02.1349.M.67800DABB36DC3A987AE131B41720C.vcr&sid=2256 

NOVA Education offers Spark Plugging you in to STEM Resources at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/blogs/

education/2014/10/how-student-engagement-facilitates-stem-interest/.  To subscribe to the SPARK newsletter visit: 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/education/ 
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We are on the web! 

www.crcst.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/CRCST-Cleveland-

Regional-Council-of-Science-Teachers/75692664533?

ref_type=bookmark  

 CRCST 

 Ann Thompson, Editor 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District 

Hannah Gibbons-STEM School 

1401 Larchmont Rd. 

Cleveland, Oh  44110 
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N O T E W O R T H Y  N E W S  

A warm congratulations to  Catherine “Kay” Haggerty, former CRCST member and retired 

Erieview Catholic High School biology teacher, who celebrated her 100th birthday on 

November 21, 2014.  Wishing you many more happy birthdays! 

NOTES FROM PAST PRESIDENT SUE CLAY 

I want to thank everyone who helped CRCST in the last two years while I served as President.  It has been wonderful to represent 

NE Ohio science teachers at various science conferences.  I look forward to more years working with CRCST either on the Board or 

as an active member.  Please continue to support the work CRCST is doing to promote science education in NE Ohio. 

 

MONEY FOR NSTA IN CHICAGO 

In fall of 2013, the CRCST Board decided to offer a grant to help two members of CRCST and NSTA attend the National NSTA Con-

ference.  The 2015 NSTA National Conference will be in Chicago, IL from March 12 - 15, 2015.  This grant is designed for K-8 

teachers of science.  The CRCST Board has opened this up to all K-8 teachers. 

The deadline will be January 15, 2015 and the new application will be on the CRCST website.  This is another way to add to your 
professional development.  Again the implementation of Next Generation Science Standards will be highlighted.  Besides all the 
great sessions that are offered, this is a great way to network with fellow science educators.  Please think about applying for the 
money to attend NSTA. Information on the March NSTA National Conference can be found on the NSTA website, www.nsta.org.   
 
The grant application will be found on the previous page of the newsletter. 


